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Mugello, Sunday 3" June 2007

KONICA MINOLTA Honda Team takes vital home points at Mugello

After a weekend of variable weather, today’s Italian MotoGP race was held in glorious sunshine at the
3.2mile Mugello circuit. KONICA MINOLTA Honda’s Shinya Nakano battled hard in the early stages,
but again suffered with chatter problems on his Honda RC212V machine eventually coming home in 13"
position. The KONICA MINOLTA Honda Team will now analyse the data and make improvements to
their Honda machine as the MotoGP paddock heads to Catalunya, near Barcelona for race seven of the
18-round championship, which takes place in just a week’s time.

Gianluca Montiron — Team Manager KONICA MINOLTA Honda

““I think the race was not so bad in the first part as Shinya was very close to the top lap time with his own.
Then from the middle of the race onwards his times were not so consistent and the chatter from the front-
end of his machine became a factor and this didn’t allow Shinya to be consistent towards the end of the
race. We now need to analyse this problem that Shinya had in the last part of race when the tyre is past
its best. Thanks to a better performance at the start where his lap time was closer to the top group, we
hope to have more data to analyse to find where the chatter is coming from. We will check with Michelin
if other riders had this problem or if it is something only we suffer from. We will do this on the run-up to
next week’s Catalunya GP.”

Shinya Nakano — Rider, KONICA MINOLTA Honda (13" position)

“My start wasn’t too bad and from then until the middle of race my lap time was pretty good and | had a
good feeling with the bike. I felt that the race setting we had on the bike was the best of the weekend, but
then from the middle of the race we suffered from a chatter problem once more and | had to reduce my
corner speed, which is when Colin Edwards overtook me. From there | was on my own with a gap
behind me, so even though I couldn’t push any harder, | wanted to hang on for some points. We will now
look at the data and hopefully improve in time for next week’s race.”

Giulio Bernardelle — Technical Director, KONICA MINOLTA Honda

“In the early laps we could see that Shinya could run similar lap times to the group in front of him, but
from the middle of the race we again could see that the bike was chattering and under-steering and the
problem got worse so it was not possible for him to push any harder. His early performance meant that
we were looking at a top 10 finish and our potential at this race was probably higher than in the last
couple of races. Obviously we are disappointed with this situation and tonight we will be analysing the
data to see why. Warm-up this morning was dry, but the temperature was low so it was not so easy to
choose our race tyre. We had two choices and went with the harder of the two, so we will also be talking
to our Technical Partner Michelin to make improvements in time for Barcelona.”

GP of Italy - Race results

1) Valentino Rossi  Yamaha 42’ 42.385”
2) Dani Pedrosa Honda 42’ 45.459”
3) Alex Barros Ducati 42’ 48.341”
4) Casey Stoner Ducati 427 48.397”
5) John Hopkins ~ Suzuki 42’ 55.629”
13) Shinya Nakano Honda 43’ 19.118”

For more information, please contact: KONICA MINOLTA Honda Press Office
Gianna Targi — E-mail: press@jir-mc.com Telephone: + 39 346 001 37 04
Bertie Simmonds — Telephone: +44 7899 961912 B
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